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vine. In the elevations, however, the temperatures are more severe,
thus restricting the number of crops which can be raised.

The southern portions of the Rhone Valley and the plains border-
ing the southern sea have a typically Mediterranean climate. Mountains
shut off the cool winds from the north, the only wind of this type
which influences the area being the cold, dry mistral which occasionally
sweeps down the Rhone Valley during the winter months. The winters
are very mild, and the summers are hot, with cloudless skies and
abundant sunshine. Dry summers are its principal characteristic, the
period from the beginning of June to the end of September frequently
having almost no rainfall. The native vegetation is that adapted to the
summer droughts. It consists mostly of thick-leaved evergreens, such
as the olive, the live oak, the cypress and the Aleppo pines. Forests are
rare, and occur mostly in the higher elevations. For the most part, they
give place to thickets of dwarfed, scrubby growth. Irrigation is essen-
tial for most agriculture, and is widely used. In this region France has
some 6,000,000 acres of irrigated lands, or more than any other nation
in Europe.

The climate of the Aquitaine Basin combines Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean characteristics. The mild winters and hot summers are similar
to those in the Mediterranean district, and the heavier and better-
distributed rainfall is the gift of the Atlantic. The hot, moist summers
and the mild winters provide a climate which is ideal for the growth
of many plants. Fruit trees, nut trees and the vine grow luxuriantly.
This is also the section where the climate is best suited for the pro-
duction of such crops as corn and tobacco. Although favorable for plant
growth, this climate lacks the stimulation necessary for great human
activity. Consequently the people are more backward than in most other
sections of the country.

It is thus evident that France as a whole has a favored climate for
' plant and animal growth. Furthermore, with few exceptions, it is a
climate productive of a high degree of human mental and physical
activity. The climate of each important section varies sufficiently so
that each has its own characteristic products. This leads to an exchange
of goods, and consequently of ideas, which has been stimulating to
the cultural and economic life of France.

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS

The relief of France as a whole is comparatively simple, in spite
of the fact that a variety of topographical features are represented.